DRYING   GROUND   IN   A   RATTAN   MATTING   FACTORY   AT   SINGAPORE,   THE   WORLD'S   CHIEF   RATTAN   MARKET
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Rattans, or cane palms, have a very slender stem provided with hooked prickles, by means of Which they creep up the branches of the jungle trees to reach the lieht Some of these stems attain a length of six hundred feet.    Having been stripped of their sheathing leaves by the natives, they are cut into standard lengths of fifteen feet and dried m the sun to free them from all the sap.     The fruit, when boiled, provides a varnish colouring known as dragon's blood
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